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CIAPTER XXL

™ Granlt Royle, hin face adecintely v,
0 4 Into the conter of the

straig
som. "Fhe - larin ehandeler betre) ¥ the
feadly pallor of g fnee the coll gleum
" in biseyea.  He bas had wnfietent time,
the tronbled swords that pansed
Detwen iy mother and Nadine, 1o under-
‘stand that the gare bos been played oud
_and lost, Hominht stilldeny, riveoatli on
= ioath, prt all to the fooe and dofy netil
B iscovory; but fo whit end? Whe wonld
"Selieee him innocent arong those with
whom he eares 10 groclits, oven Khonid
the law plsolve him? In the fuinre the

Jiten: oner, nhanld be hix, | golng quickly up. by & sudden sharp _
m ‘:::-ﬁ;; I::cntf:I:r:.l of : ."t neas for the | wrench delivers her from him. e wonld | I o, T plead guilty. 1 tell yon 1 hg'e
'pmutkm--tt.r.uuh e soft voice, ber | periaps havedone more, tntihat Nadine's | thonght of nothing linm—dnt:nm
" ptire eyes! Wht cliance would he bave aconized glinee of entrenty restrains him. | ex ~Lut the fact u?u - ve been
agatnst ler, even thouph juduo and jury | Thia glance fortunately Boyle fulls to see. de"h'emduutoi;d{helr(mh_:dm:uf' o man.
gequit bim? 1 woxld wetild belive (0| *“Who are you to dare to interfere? he "fml m’rn:;. ::v?" s b sttt
Ber. And it fs this game voleo that hias | ories savaaoly, glancing at Duran. wii}lon: 2 oo P Ayl er
Detrayod him—-the dearest voleo on carth | “Keep back! This matter is between Wy by Hecoio
to him! mo and Aiss Roehe " harm, bhut v:lll appressed o b g
] He jgoes slowly up to the girl who has | 10 gaze returns to Nodine, and again horror, and not mt
rained bita emil lozw his Vi ppon ber | 4t rets npon her, his crime, his ruin, his | #lone for even & momen ol
shonlider, For (he momes secins bo | eoming exile! HNB is nuwéﬂ tbo“mﬁmlng room
has forgotten that thore is any vae in the “Nadine!" he says, and his volee has ”l'.:\'o‘;n:.r:enlu:::b;’l R —

world bt her.

1Y oni—yon here'” be says
wirable serprice bnt no
[
it
“Tpll them,'” 0
B “They lave bees
L. things 11t 1] 1Dt yon Yeret
to Englang soon, tut 144 not ]
swonld b to-night,  Paul, et e kuow
by at once=—ni ubse—how tho 1o Came
£ Info your posecs lon
' In ber extromo aieleiy. she 1 her
Bhand tpon Lix orm. Porany O N TOTes
et towanl her, bt Massarecne, by
& gestnre, daopas b
“You stlll Lelley 1 TR va
Boyie, 4n n oy s Lo i Lnve hed
faith e thirou gl b huve nover ender-
stood
1 donot understand Do, el the
girl nervennly () i Jar
shrinks from Liovd 1 hier B
naninst hor | “Why o vou ot
y glie ¢ TR 1 1ol
pe twonl will n T Vit ]
arc sitemt Howy pad 1 Wi L=
e thing o It 1 ' X urth
has called you Lor wox il ¢ this
I''——
WM aduess on the pert of Lady Vi -
it veiih o et lanish,
Wy dliooep me wonld ] been Lor wiser
plan.”
SWhat Is thds van keyd™? erien Xadine,
#n o lowr voioe, fuint, howzificd \on do
nol Ceny that ) pie Lmant Bogle!™

Nodline stage ] from him, and
Ppire ker l 161 fopebegd b if in
pain

SAnd whot ol 1 " deninnds Bir
‘r'll".f'_lll A |

Mo hes bool oIl DS -poomponis Lin
may el | e looka
old, dlitt i iey Lver i
then Lo ploncen t g NGRS i
slitting, viith A ] hy 1 ¢
tablo ~ el bor |
Died vpon Wboon e bes wlen g the
sappiiire poaddant, and halle de ont to
Grauit Bovls wpon a shaking pali

VYun—~=dil vou give this to Miss
Roclie"

S Aliss Nioche han salid so

The tonv iw contompinnite: the glance
that aecompn e 4 e N0

“And- i 11t ul eross
that thls o v Mook mighint

Bir Thomnas' volee 1 even mone tremn-
Tous tiowy.  1lo wonhl gladly hnve spared
Sy Dndy™ (us hie always fondly calls her
thid: bt I f Dpttor the trath shionld be
&t onee Known, il p ]

U] peve At alieo to M Roohe,®

Thepe I o e, startling beenuso of
the intenuley 00 LLe W
Tio hirok by ( L He bords

t el
I Hnk nf 1
{ . 1T thir et
I 15| i
" ! v Fret
I tonlk '
pretly con
Sl Lore aior0 ALl
1 langhlug pnyly
with e inprivnte
L Lo Wil
VO 1o ult une,
81 tlivow my sl ©b It 1
apligiae to yau for t kerolied
By the way. 1 vopglid oy
& Dnor ouo: bul nn be perd

o In the minor « ol ol .'—.t
shoul not be orqnualnted with eainbri

Ilere Mosepree b loeve el
but s restralied by |

Lot ns hoar ldm out" e
for wisely

Pan’'t waste vour r
on ne, Massareine, '

Oy il ggodd enong

SKeep it And nfior all 1 nm hinmily
rival My charming cottsin gared for me
an 1 paretd for ber. 1 hud nointention
‘\h'll’-ui"\r‘l‘l" tieprivin Vgl ey

“Your srea damned s rel™
Muossareone, foging off Doran, énil
vanabe to Box ke, Lis face swlinte with rage.

Sovind donbt" replics the other, with
A shrug

Why should yon
ways Miss
A step

il

s

YEiand back, Ge
Ty words witl hirm
Gy, In a cold, han tane.
places her btween the wo tien,
“Ea, alr!™ she saya, addresging Granit,
Ggehiile hodedin s openly HE enALeIent
with e, and declariae it lomdly o the
workl, yon were earrylng on an intrigne
nwder o falwe vamoe—ol swhich this girl
wivi Lo be the vietia!'
“PFar from I replion her cousin coolly,
MYou wore to bethe victim! T had no
Intontion whatsoever of warrying you. 1
hal—{ have—every intedtion of matrying
Miss Roe !
Nadine sturts violontly
Quick to spw and judigo, he notices her
emation, and inrps to hor,
“f have your promise.’” hi good on in 8
Jow tone foll of meaning: then sgaln lets
hils glance fall wpon Sirglho
sWell, how 518 1o he** he asked reck-
Tossly.  “'On which connt am 1o be first
| arsalgued*  The dlamonda® Tsmy mother
Lo be the first to cast u stone® It is only
Just! Senlores priores.’
Lady Valworths Uits her bead from her
arms and Jooks at o, Whose who seo
Ber foco wover afterwand forget how it
I wis then,  The agony, the despalr, tho
@eaelly cold of 1t, all burn thontselves into
- tho memory!
i Sh, Granlt! Granlt! Graniis™
The motrpinl cry raes and  riogs
through the room. It Lin ory from n
Lroken heart!
Silenco follows on it
The gray head hos agaln Mmilen forwand
upon tio outstretelnd wrmi
I the wan s moved by this evidence of
the cruelty of his mother's grief, he gives
o slgn of 1t Withn face murble fndeed,
o quite golorles, nod therefore bnpas-
vir, he walts to reveive an answer to his
wostion from Bl Thomns,
s steplolber, sow utterly unnerved,
{ons to bl 10 Jeave the room,
“Pamenntion In topossible,” he says
h SAN that 190t you s toguit
this honse mil this cotntry with as Yole
delay ay possible.  This is the only kiod-
noss yon can uliowe=toer."
1o points to the motionless figure of his

Lin Y

SA kindness that will eost me lttle,"
fes the young man with a callous

smile. Al iy my plaus are arranged
W leave Lazluud for a foreign soll,
g rvm'. lrlmpv. t\-; wthry o {. On the
b wenty-fowrth Nadioe amd T sadl
| ‘Cannda." N
| Nading recolls from him,
“¥ou must be mad,"” she save “Why

do you pow gk your nume with mine!™
A1t Is prematare cortaduly, Dot on the
.er-ltl!llnl it will be lnked with mine

s

no!"
% littlo afalr has affrizhted you!"
iys Doyle, with a dark glance. “Ina
ot land, > :.mvm“dm.
) ' M‘l Wl "
night?*

“Not for such eanse as this.*

“Atrico u:l'?llyl{“ cries he, with tu:,m
of passion, "1 1o yOu are m
.:-l'.'i' follow mo wmlno. Hﬂg you
forzotten your oath, your e

norley,"" returns she irmly.
“Paat promise was given to me! To
me-—lo yon hear? whet my name be

CGrasit 1oyle, or Paul Annerley, or—the

| devil! Come!™ Going nearer to her, he

- grasps her hand, 1 eannot spenk to you
with o1l these gaping fools around; come

| to nowme other room. ™

|  Mesdrags her toward the door, not
brutally, but with determinntion, Duran,

grovu wonderfully soft.
“Thiuk, my beloved!
o off now? now, whew the sworll has cast
me oflt See! 1 “'n!ll’ not plead to you,
1 would not throw myself o nltogether
on vonr meroy—oven though that merey
| menns the saving of my soul—=but that 1
know no othor man in dearer to yon than
1 Your own lps have told me this,

Wonld you cast

11
¢ | Your voios, a3 you pave mo the hlessed

| gssnranee, still vings Inmy ears!™

Daran, who has been standing near her,
wiils Lis eves npon the ground, ifts them
alovely now e fixes them upon Nadine.
Ho hus grown very pale.

Nadine 18 standicg with white lips and
rulsed head, her gintice riveten upon
Boyle, ni thonzh faseinnted
wut 1 have not gained yonr entire
t | know." continaes Granit, in the
“hut 1

hen

e low bt impassionesd tone,

B
im:u aatinflel with the knowledge that ne
otlier has gaiued it.  Come! what isthere

tn walt for in this land?  Your heart, if
‘ nob quite mite, fs wlill yonr own, I yon
| fallow o it i% to gain o slave who will
el your lightest wish a dear command.
Come!

Araln he takes her handl,  Softly this
timo—swith gontlest eare: and the girl, ne
thoaeh In o deeam, suffers herself to be
| o the door, A step or two she
I 1 etops confuseily, and raising

aue little pink palm presses it convulsive-
Iy to her Drow,

“Von hesitate, my love! Bat why,
whivt whispers he, still with his glowing
evo on hiers, his grusp growing warmer.
Ny, conslder! Wonlil vou semd e ont
into the eold, the davk, forlorn, lost, with-
ont the one swest thing 1 erave, whose
enie will restore to e lght and hope

gk

aml foyd  Oh! bive pity, Jove! Ani re-
et o, vou nre mine! Mine only!
' i inned it was to gain means o

smibio o home for youelsewhery.  For yon

1 hinve resdgned fortune, home in my own
country, honor—all! Now, wlien every
s bl §s agdlust ine, you, at least,
will i dlraw baek

A\ shiver runs through Nodioe; this
lving speoch, flse in all but the wild
Jovi that speaks through W, stis her
frime and Bolds her agninst iu-r‘uill.
All power of volitlon seoms gone Trom
W Bho suffers hor hand tobe passively
in his: ke sabs hior tresth rushes from
her bireast A% though congnered by n
supotlor power, she lets Herself be led
. bt surely toward the door, be-
yond  which lies captivity, She fecls
b, sonscless:  She wonld faln cry
wlond: but some Erange inwerd force
ptrikes her dwmb,  Alrcudy the threshold

jo patises mechanienlly.  The angulsh
s oven always fxed so immovably on
Vs wierns L s best to hamor her
for the momient.  Thut slie Is on the verge
of falntine 8 appareut to him,

“For nll this 1 will repay you with the
pervice of o lifotime,* he whispers enger-
v, UMy beloved, eolleet yonr strength,
Trust th me wholly,  And think—think
plwavs of the blesseduess of the work be-
I will yepent for your sake. 1

fiire yoi!

will lead from henceforth o godly lfe—
| for your eweot wake, Oh, Nadine! my
| vETY b il % vours to make or mar! Your
| promise Lo mo! You shall think of that

0! T geve yon to me; it made you
vine!  Mine for all eternity! Come! To:
her we st be forever!’

Anin b endenyors to drww her across
the threshold

“Never!

Ihe word plnes ont loud and clear and
Aesporate.  Awd then evin clearer, nnd
fillesd weith o passtonnte entresty

“AMantlee!" she cries, In a tone that
thritls the hesets of nll present

CHAPTER XNIL

Daran 15 ot her glide in an instant,  He
hins enclreled ber with his arms.  Iler
hend hos fallen upon her broast, He

it Doyl s thongh propared to dis
Lilm for her {0 the death; bot there
ton for him to be on the defen-
sive, When that ery, when the word
“Manriee™ has vashed from her lips,
Granit, ax though he hind received a mor-
tnl wonnd, limd Joosgd his holdl of her,
nodl now stands apact from them, staring
vavantly ol the half unconscious girl
Ihis e bl never saspocted. . That her
henrt was not his, e Knew; that it was
in the keeping of another bursts upon
him now for the first time, withomt & mo-
ment's warnbigg, and erushes ont of him
i Last hopw,

e s something terrible in the glance
L has bent upon fior.  1le has apparent-
Iy glven no thonght to Daran, though in
him he finds his rvival; all his thoughts
nee contered on Nodine,  As if she feels
the terrible concentrntion of his regard,
sho alibvers in Diran's arms, and slowly
lifee her heand.  Her eves met Doyle's,

SR he says, and no more,

There {3 stioh o eritel meaning in the
one word Nie hoas nttered that Nadine,
freoing hersolf from Iiran's restraining
grasp, poes forward as it to refute in per-
son whatsoever he may dare to insist upon.
Yot, as she deaws near to him, the ex-
treme agony of his expression touches,
andd forblds hee to say anything that mny
linirt or wound.

Cstand buck!' says Boyle inalow tone.
“o ot eome near me. M yon toueh me
1 will not answer for myself.  Probably 1
shall Kill you. ™

“Pauit*

She hos forgotten everything save the
despair that «lie has heought to him, and
that stands marked upon his pallid face.

“1 warn you to keep away,” repeats he
in the same dall, mothodical tone as be-
fore.  “If yon spoke forever yon' could
ot tell metmore than T Eoow now. It s
toa late to eafile or decolve nie further,
You must be satistied with the old vie
tory.*

SO yoir wonld bt listen' ——-

T belleve again—to be ugain undone®
i warned!™ eries he with a sudden ne-
coss of violont passion.

S you approach me one step nearer, if
yanr treaelicmus valee sounds once more
unon my ear, T will dash your false braing
aspinst that wall ‘opposite!™ Ho draws
his breath fleveely, and his hands work
together in & convulsive frenzy.  “Trait-
resal™ he whispers, & cold fury in his
tone; “how has it ‘been between us? 1
gave you all—my love, my lfe, my hopes.
You gave me aserpent's smile and glances
fulse 2s hell! With desire in your heart
for another, yon helidl ont o hand to me,
ond swore you knew not the meaning of
the strange wand love!  Stand back, I tell
you, if Uie fa still of value to you! Nay,
not o wond!  Treacherous devil that you
“mlll' woukl nulldnmm you!"

I you would only let me
T L, ly tell you

She bhoas placed her hand a) ingl
upon his. With a sudden uﬂ%sj
though coming from a beast hort unto
death, he selzes her, aud her far
from him, sends her with a crash against
the furthest wall. -

She d like a stone to the ground.

Diran, bolding her to his heart, looks

1% o ogen

1 can no
ook guy wery Uinbs," says Mise Grey

rounil. !Boylu ll' no 1 to be seen.
Withont waiting tolearn consoquences
of his fury, he hud rushed from the room.
L4 . . - - - R
“Well, at last my duty fs at
my flual guest hus ' = .

oIt has had its good side, however.
Ys:n are uu.':' >

“#To let me lave yon."

] have had no time to think of that."
She regards him earnestly for n moment.
“Yon will compel me to believe you sel-

fish." slie says slowly.
tifs it seMish to consider nhove every-
thing the welfare of the one hest heloved?

“Weren't yon? When she ealled out to
him that time, and when he cancht her
{n uis arms, I conld hardly believe my
senses.  Well, it is a good exchange for
her. Mnurice Duran is handseme, and
rich, and —her heart's chosen. Bhe isa
lucky girl!"

“Aro you unlucky®'  He neks the ques-
tion wistfully, looking down at her with
his plain, kindly face rather disturhed.
“1 am ugly and ﬂnor. gnd not altogether
sore that Tam the chosen of ber who is
all the world to me.”’

“Oht you are yon?'' returns she senten
tiously. ~ “‘And as for Maurico Duran, I
wonld not marry him, even if he had the
grace to ask me. "

“And you will marry me!"” eagerly.

“Pime will prove that."

She laughs at him o little sanelly from
under her long lashes, and holds out to
him o hand with such dainty sweetness as
brings him to her foet at onees

“My darling girl!™

A dnling girl, no doubt; but not
yours yet, however."

SAnd why not, since you are froe!

“1 was quite free all along, it sopms!’
exclaims she with a quick finsh of
wounded pride that brings the hot blood
to her cheeks,  She springs from hor seat
and puces rapidly up and down the room.
Presently she stops short before him, and
lifts her dark, angry eyes to his  *l
wonder you have not too much pride to
enre for the woman who was despised by
that thief she save, with angry excites
ment.

“1 eare for Millicent Gres,  Itisabsurd
to dwell upon such a thing,' returns he
strongly.

“&hall T ever forget it, T wonder—1to be
rojerted by sueh as himt To learn from
hits own lips that T was mercly used as a
blind: that while paying attention to wme
his whole heart and soul was devoted to
another!™

“Rut what s sonl and benrt! yon should
consider that. "'

#The meaner they ore, the more I re-
sont hiscondnet.  And to gay it before
them all!—my annt, Lady Valworth, Sir
Thomas, yout! When he thus scorned me
publicly, with that evil smile upon his
Bps, 1 had only one wish loft.”

“And thats" _

“That 1 were nman, tothrnst the words
back in his throat and kill him. "

s And yet vou Lield me from Lim ot the
moment, e 1 still in the honse, how-
(. I will eompel him to apologize—
to'"— begins the hot Irishman, making |
for the door, |

HNo, it wonld e nseless,' interposes
she, quickly “It s done it eannot b
undone, wnd snrely hisg mother hos snfTere
enough.  There must be no farther di
turbance. '’

“1 ean follow him, however.™

<1 tell you, you eould never undo whiat
Is done. Lot him go;: he is not worth
potice. 1 should Le nshamed to confess
that his sting hurt me. And wo are
bontd o remember his mother.™

S AN poor Laddy Valworth!  She indeed
{5 the one to be pithed.™

S8 you wonld say, could you see her
now, "

“Where i shet™

vIn her own room.  Sir Thomas was
withi her, Ilis grief for her wos very
tonching, bnt she seemed, 1 thought, im-
satient nnderit.  She looked olil, censhed,
broken!™

Millicent tarns ashde, bt not befare he
can see that the hot tears are runuing
down lier chieeks, |

“Poor woman!™ says he softly.  And
then: My darling, you are worn out,
Youa have heen thinking for every one.
Lot me wow think for you. You wunt
rest. Lot e persamde you to lie down
for o little while, "

a1t would be useless, Teonld not sleep,
The very air is heavy with tronhle.  As
long as that man remains in the house 1 |
hantly know how any of us ean breathe.

SThat AiMenlty will be conguered in
fow honrs.  He will lenve, of course, by
the carly train

1 suppose so,  His poor mather!”

“Millicent! Try to forget it all for |
awhile nt least, Think of something
¢lse'— he pauses and looks at her en- |
trentingly. “Conld you not think of |
et

ST hadn't you to think of [ shonld go
md, " retuens she, with salden sofk velie- |
mence.  She holds ont her hands to him,

hrokenly.

They do not hear the door open, amd in-
deed she {5 still fn his arms when Mrs,
Brand’s volee falls on their ears,

“Js this what you call “taking o little
rest™" she nsks, with deep peprodch
There 15, however, no anger i her tones
—hie looks too sad, 1oo depreswd for any
open demonstrations of annoyanee. |

“Mrs, Drund,” says Massarcens, ad-
vancing evagerly toward her, “sou know
how it fs with me and Millicent. You
must have known for a long time, Now
that this unhappy affair has left her once
again hier own mistress, do not refuse to
let e plead my cause."

Mrs. Brund has sunk into a chair,

“Yon are very persistent,” she says,
tappling her Ongers upon the table near.

* Beconse I am very much in love.*

“Aund Millieent***

“1 dare to hope that she—has found
some room in her heart for me."

“Let hier speak for herself,' says Mrs.
Brand, with a faint tonek of Impatience,
SWell, Millicent, how s It with you!"

1 love him, auntie,"" eayvs Miss Groy
domurely. “1 can't help that, ean It
And—1 wonldn't if Tcould! He is not
rich, of conrse, but money Isn't every-
thing. 1 have been very dutiful up to
this, That you must allow. " |

She eays nothing of the sceret pascages
hetween ber and Massareene, amd of the
determination lately come to, to defy
the world of relations for his sake.
“Onee you chose for mg''—

She pauses. Mrs. Drand sighs.

.;-II:#E:E choice was not  altogether |

Still Mra. Braod is silent.

41 think perhaps i I were to choose for
myself this time, it wonld be better.*”

At this her annt rouses herself.

“I had hoped to see yon make s great
alliance,” sbe says monrnfully. *You,
with your fortune, and—ani that unfurto-
nate young man, with his prospect of an
earldom. Al Is ghatiered now, Evers-
thing is at an end.  Bat still there wonld
be a brilliant future before you "' ——

“I shall not give up Gerald,'* snys Mil-
licent, drawing back from her somewhnt
i;::dly. “You and ‘chl:n Timothy coan

Ve your money to whom will; 1

lhmmn,, comin o . ,

ne. 2 forward, takes her
hand and I.I.ll:l:luhhll lips. There isa
aml warm gludness in tue

directs ut Mrs. Brand. W

Perhaps she gives it its valune, 8o true,

lounm‘::gllonulmhmmm
a%'mm?mh -
**Of course, If you have made

Tookineg st Seciiomnt. Thers is sgmarbin
ooy oy B Ty i

| grouml Dosiide him amd encireles him with

Ler nrms, T knew you were alone," ghe
| poes on eogerly. 1 would have come
sooner, it 1==1 was uot very well.  The

“Youn ure my one comfort,” she whispers |

| woull muarry me, enring

| glanee she directed at him!

glnd you have chosen

i nt least one who I be
you happy.
estoom.  Ah!

.lmrhuahwdhuurntmlm.
m= see that she can always do that.
Andl as for your unele Timothy, darling,
1 think 1 ghall be able to arrange him."
8he stoops forward and kisses Millicent
fondly.

“ And now whers am I to go!'' says the

woman, in o melancholy tone,  “1
oft the morning room beeause T felt snre
that Duran wanted to come to an nnder-
standing with Nadine, and now you two
lovers are wishing me—well, any where
ont of this.”

“Nonsense! Wo shall never wish for
your absence,” eries Millicent tenderly.
“stay with us always, just ns long s
ever yon like, dear mother mine!"

CHAPTER XXIIL

It {s a very pale and fragile Nadine who
is looking st Duran in the morning
o,

“Now you are safe,’ says he, smiling.
Ho presses her gently into a hnge arm
chair, amid stirs futo a glow the dying
embers of the fire, A chill has fallen
upon the night. Asthe warmth comes to
her, ns she realizes that here, perhaps,
Granit will not seck her, os she secs the
beloved face of Duran leaning over her,
she lets a sense of joy and comfort steal
thirough her being, and as a child, tired
anil weary, who sces its mother, might
do, sho stretches ont her arma to Duran.
In n moment she is 1ying on his brenst,

“Oh, to be here!™ ahe eries falntly.
“Tn be here—in your arms—safe. You
will never let me go, will you! You will
1ot Jet him take me from yon!'!

unever, while life iz in me! ButIdo
not wish to see you so unnerved, my
denrest. Come, take heart! Consider! In
these prosafe days o gir | cannot be torn
from her home by any chunce comer.
Even if yon were alone, yon conlid resist
him, Becanse sour promise tohim has now
been coneeled: lint even it it had not
Leen so, &till T am here, your guardian
nnd—yonr lover.”

WMy own Manriee!™  She slips her arm
pornd Ws neck.  She ts yet in ber ball
gown and it §s n soft, bare little arm,
rounided ns a baby's, that encireles him,
Me turns his head to kiss it tenderly,

G s terrible thenght,” says Duoran,
presently, “aud 1 om honestly ashamed
of it; bt Teant ot Lelp fecling that this
miserable night's work hns been our sal-
sation.™

“Yesterday 1 was' the most miserable
mitn niive—yor  were lost 1o me! To-
night, ! am the anpplest—yon pre galned!
For the futnre et ue banish from us all
thonghits suve those that remind us thut
by o moest strapge chnnce we hve beey
given to ench other just when hope
sectmed dead.”™

3
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CHAPTER XXIV.

Joy there, misery hepe!

Lady Valworth pushies hack the por.
tiere, and with n slow and hinvy tread
wilvnnees to where the mothonless flzare
{5 sented npon o ehalr, hils head buried
ou the nrms that ave lying upon the table.

ranit! whispers she tremulonsly.

He starts to his feet with an oath, and
tiectis o stormy face to hers

WWhnt, cantiet 1 be left alone even
pow? What Weings yon here? Is there
no pest—no peaeet™

Vgt gsonly 1, my dear—your mother!™
Hor voice breaks, “Oh, my ohild! my
son! my darling! Ttis your mother, dear
—sour own mother!  Did you think any-
thing condd tmake any difference to med"
The poor womdn (lings herself on the

moment 1 conld, however, 1 came ta yom.
1 could not bear 1o pleture yon sitting
here nll by yourse!f, and perhiaps hellev-
Ing sour poor mather was holling nloot,*!

Yo T dotie better ind you o held

vaurseiL”

wOh, Grandt! do not so spenk to m'.'"
Do tot pepulse we!™ Sheisstil] kneeling
heside him, tryingz do drmw his dark, |
sullen face to look at her; and now v-hv|
takes his band and holds it in fondling
fnshion amain=t her bos e is onee |
more her ehiihl, ber bog, her little onv; in |
tronblo and disgrmee—in direst grief—onmd
1o whom then should ke come byt to s |
mother? My darling, why did you not |
trnat s avs in n low, painful whis-
per. 1 wonld have given them to yon
I eonld have mummed in Wiy,
Yes—1I wonld have given them,”

“They wone nint o prive—this
allusion to the stolet wnonds handens
his hienrt & ot townrd her— |
ey beloneed 1o Sr T 14, How-
ever'—breaking off savagely ond drag
it Bis hand ronghly out of lers—*
toed Latee to dlis nss what is over aml done, |
I von lisve come here to maunider aboul |
my crimes, Twarn yon § will have none |
of i’

“Xo, ne, dear: not another wond shall |
be gald,”  Golng eloser to him she tries |
to prees him into achale,  “Sitdown now |
and Tet us talk of your plans,* she whis- [
pers soothingly,

SPhans' He glances at her vagmely,
ns though he hanlly nudorstands; pleinly
e Nas not been listening.  Then sudden-
Iy lils face finshes: the veins swell npon
his te CWhere Bs olie'” he eries in

M
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uin, tho

that faf
he |
f11,"" Koy tie ther trembling.

ST bt her? Did feelr Did ghe
suffer?”’  His tone is exultant, yet there
fs o fierce soony in it 'l hope S0
Great heaven-! how thet giel Hed to me,
though her 1ps nttered no falselood.
She pove hersell to me: she swore shio
for that other all
the time. Dbl yonu mark how she shirunk
awl cowered nway from et How she
paled, ol glanced ot e as thongh perdi-
tion lay fu the sight of met™ :

He ts glanelng over his mother's shonl-
ler tov the opposite wall.  His eyes
dark and will; be is gazing at some-
iz, That past seene in the Hhrary is
in Leforn hins—Is ataln belug enncted
—brought to lglit by lis drorderad fancy,

“‘Giranit, think of somcthing else,' in-
plores his mother, in a frightensd man-
ner, s volee, his gestures, terrify hor,

“Prom me she shrunk—to turn to him!
1low her eye lit ns she saw hlm!  To him
ehe eried T protection from me! She
helil out her arms to him! She clung to
Wim?™  His breath is eomdng in painfal
pasps.  “There was wloration in the
I'a gnin such
a glance | wonld have died. Well™ he
stretehes out his arms and then he clasps
his head, “becouse of sueh o glance |
have disd.  She hos slain me!™

“Grunlt, my poor hoy, do not talk so
wildly, Forget this girl: think now of
what is the best thing fur jou to ot

ST huve thought of that—that is all ar-
ranged.

ll‘i: tone is fmpatient.

“Where are you goin il
nsks, faintly. s T

“Nowhere, "

His mauner is dull and stless,

“Rouse yourself,” entreats she, “yon
must go for awhile.  You say yon have
arranged oll. Tell me, then, where you
are going!™

A long journey.*

“Long journeys nowadays can be com-
passed in a very lttle while. ™

“That is true.  Mine will be the short-
::mh sha ll;n W_;dn"h S e .

1 1 tha 1
when [ l\!ﬂl.-!‘r ’ Biad ol

“She fainted. Mr. Doran''——

“Keep his name out of it, ean't your"
interrupts he, violently, *“Go on! She
!nl‘ule:l. Well, what then"'

‘They had considerable difieulty in re-

covering her, I have been toll. I was not

there,'"" says Valworth, nervously,
*'She wan naturally & ool deal npwet by
:Oﬂ!;z:la affair, 1 suppose you fright-

A p——
some
the wall. You did

~''but when one is ;
=R
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soal she has destroyed.”

*0h, wot your ﬂ“ﬂﬂ, darling! There is
time—repentance.

“Thers fs vory little time now and I am

mmt"
He throws up his head and points to
the window. The lnmps in the room are
waning, and throngh the closely cur-
tained window the first streaks of coming
marn are stealing with a persistency that
will not be denied. Day is brenking, and
with it his mother's heart. The cruel
light will tear him from hier, will carry.)
him—whither?

“Yon have not told me where you are
going,” she says, pressing her hand
teeninst her heart to still its throbbing.

1 ean tell no one that.”

“What! not your mother? Granit, do
not fear, 1 will betray you; anything you
soy to me now will be sacred.  Tell me
where it 1s you mean to go."'

“I ennnot.’

“put why—why!'"

“lor the simple reason that T don's
know myself.” There is a enrions gleam
I Liis eyes that disturbs her and makes
her forget the flippancy of his tone, “It
is to n strange land I will wenil my way
before the day is very much older. A
stranger in o strange lauldl My reception
will be n cold one, or perchance a hot
one "

{le langhs wildly. His merriment is,
bowever, shortlived, breaking off almost
a1 it began, and ending in a dismal
gilenee.

“Yon are thinking of Africs,’ says his
nwther, trembling, she scarcely kuows
why, “If yon still refuse to let me Know
exiietly where yon are golng, st least
promise yon will write to me.  Granit,
my dear, dear son, protilse me that.™

sf will promise you anything you like,
thonzh 1 doubt if you woulid eare to Keep
up the correspondence.””  There Is some-
thing terrible in his manner, which Las
prown frivelous fna ghostly way, and his
foce 18 Hvid, “She will live and pros-
per’” he says inconsequently us jt seems
to Lauly Valworth; Sbut she will iave to
remember, 1 will compel ber to do that!
Anid remember you,'' laying his hand
rotghly upon his mother’s shoulder, *re
member well that my last worids were that
sl was presponsible for all!™

1 will not belleve these nre your last
worlds.  You will retorn to me, when all
this Lins blown over you will return, it
even for a month or so,  Promise me
that, too, Granit,”

“Prom where | am going no man re-
turns, "

“Phat fs not true.  There is no place
on earth from which yon cannot come
buek to e, if you only will."

“No place on carth!' e repeats hier
words slowly. My plaee on earth will
know menomore.” e seems 1o wander
away from the aetual mesning of her
wonds to the mere sound of them, *'l
have no longer any place on eartly,"™ he
sy drenmily.

**You have a place in my heart always,”
ories sho, with a sudden linrst of weeplog
sho throws her arms Pound him, ooo
clings to him in an embrace that is ful
of deapair.  “Alas! my opne chilid!
pretty batiy! that it should cometo this,’
she woans, bitterly,

“You will not furget my message to
h“l-."

Thonih he is supporting her half faint-
o form, he hardly heeds her: her woreds
bear no meanineg to him. s wmind §
over with the giil who hiad nueonseions]s
Detenyed B, whom he has loved—who
Jiee still foves, with o terrible intensity

1 shall forget nothing,  When do yo
start*'"*

“YWhen yon leave me.""

STy will be no traing darling, unti
votelok,

1 shinll requive no train.™

st how, then, will you got'

Azaln be bursis into thar lond dis
eondunt langhter that chills the blood fu
her veins

“hanot be nneasy about me.  Thave
prepared for mysell a mode of transi
Poui! Stemn

swiller than any train
will be slow toit."
SYan do not trast me,* sle ays sor

still unspapecting, still dead to
v thot Lis words, his foce, lis
il have glven her,

ros "-}ll"
the warni

manper, &

{ trost yon entivrely. [ trnst yon with
my lust to her! Now pgo

] you againt’' entreats she,
lingering

“I lope not! [ hope from my winl

not!"

I'or the st time his composnre seems
to desort Bimy.  He grows ghastly pale,
and a (it of shivering seizes upen him

¥ o ars ill —von are suffering!™ crics
his moiher quickly
wNo. It is uothinge. Only go! 1

| must e alone for awhile, and my time 18
1

L[ Ly

sliort 3
Tig, e presses his Hps (o her fore-

For the moment®” she answors nix-
wsly

- ll.IJ I'l ll‘\ L

There s to denlal of her guestion in his
pinnner, apd she is fain te be content
withar,  She elings to him, nigl enbirices
him warmly; au embraco Le returns o
kind. She moves as if to leas m. At
most ns she reaches the dpor, lils voles
stopes her

sone wonl,' he sass hoskily, Do
got—'o pot be upkiwl to her! “Wwhen |l
=su wootie, dp pot shao as fool poseatment
towrand her!”

e makes hern sign with his hand to
declare N bins said all he had ealled her
ti licar, noad gaing out, she eloses the door
Leliindd her.

The sound of her retreating footsteps
hasdledavoy,  Melsalone! Hestretehes
vut his 14 wearily, is ote mizht who
bias fust tung from him some eruel e
den, sad drawing back the cur opens
while the window and gazes ont upon the
mpowing alay,  Alveady the sun lia

monnted the heavons, and from the oot
soft rosy bars of tremulons light are de-
seending upon the distant kill tops. From
amonz the laurels comes the thrilling
music of innumerable binls; from the
woml the cooing of the gentle pldeons
A ruse that has elimbed up the wall, more
ambitlons than fts fellows, thrusts its
seentiad petals into his hawl

Mechanienlly he necepts the gift, aml
breaking the flower from its stem, inhales
its perfume. It is sweet with dew, and
swoet as only o morning rose ean be, with
all the cool moisture of the dead pust
night still on it, and baried Inits heart,
Borle, still as if withont thpught, having
teifted with the flower, carvicsit tontable
pear and puts out his Land toward a vase
(lled with water. ‘The action rouses him,
e cheeks himself, and a after o brict
pause flings the flower upon the erouml.
1o had Leen about to place it in the
water with a view to fts preservation
when that revulsion of feeling came over
him. o save it from instant destroction
—why! That he might sco it upon the
morrow? The morrow?! Where will he
be then!

He sets his heel npon the flower and
crashes it ont of all loveliness, Death is
rushing tward him on swift black wings
—shall that senseless flower be spared?
It §s & very poor, u very paltry bit of
malice, yet it narves him, end brings him
again face to face with his indomitable

ve.

Crossing the room, he opens a case
lying upon o burean and draws frow it a
revolver.  He runs his band lghtly over
it, and the cool touch of the stoel seems
to stemdy bim. Having assurcd himself
thut it {8 losded, he lays it down again
and turns to & writing table.

His hand fs firm, the writing bold ns
ever. A few words, explaining where the
famous sapphires (now dismantled aml
unset) may be found in his roonia in town,
arddressed to his mother.  Boll wonls,

commencement, no af-

The early morning

late

Mll I?,i{'h;it.mr
! Was

He takes up the rovolver arnin ol lifts
it to his mouth. There lsn short hesita-
tion. His mind tmvels backwanl. 118
brain reels, There!—there! she s Le-
fore him again! A slight form, elothed
all in palest blue. A face divine! Her
lovely arms! [er qu—dnrk-—lir.;ulul.
See, now, they gleam tor—Duran! Curse

# falr vs to-day?

him! To him she holds ont her hoanils,
To him she gives herself, She turns——
A n of 1 remembrance

hummm hin lips. Then follows a
shurp report! Tt rings thirough the house!
He sways, and a corpse, disfignzed in o
horrible manner, falls leavily to the
gronml.  All Is aver.

Throngh thg window the light breeze
onters merrily, and floating downward,
lifts the hnir, that is still vawet, from Lhe
dead mnn's head, and softly, delicately
plys with it.  There is only the brecze,
All othier motion is gone,  So intense is
the silence that reigns within the chan
ber, that a tiny bird, emboldencd by it,
perches on the sill of the window, nal
broaks forth into n morning carcl, fond
and shrill. A esmol! A requicm rather!

Ani tow the silence i broken. Through
the passages beyond comes the sonmned of
hurrying foet.  Thereis one thet rins i
fore the others.  Noarer, nearer they cotie,
and still the bird carols, the wind plays—
the dead man les there, careless—un-
knowing.

A touch npow the hamdle of the oor.
The wind st revels in lifeless tresscs,
but the Gind has flown away. The door
openE—

Upon the thresholid stanids—his mother,

STUL END

Saved the Empress' Life.

Many Amerienn physiciang are among
this alilest, But their profession rests on a
false hypothesia It has nothing to o
with scicnoe, anil eannot hisve until it
hps vastly advaneal.  Marked improve

megst his been mumle in therapoutics, Gy
hysiclnns compare very favorphily witl
those of Durope. After the Lanpr
Engenle B given Livth to the prive
imperial an hmporiant operotion ©
net v, nnid all the celelirnted doctor
of T'eris amdl gevernl At ;
reshilent there were eilled in, maong

Ur. Julinson,  nony Drring L

teht it was found to heir cor
u iliat the Wood hed left Ler |
She wis in momentary peril of losing
Iite. A solemn congnlintinn took
Nobady « ould advise exeeqt Johuson, wii
duelared he eonhl remedy the evil, 1
lield her np by the becls pnd e Blos
Bowed baek 1o her Lrein
life. Not oneof th
have dieened of offering

=4 hiea oy N 5

Neveetn el B hging shipried to Califor
nia In an shinost unbyoken siring ol cot-
tle enrs.

The 1Bl Was Withdrawo,

In Jacksonville, Fla., in the wintor of
1844, an aunction sale of the peronnl
estute of a deceused planter, eomprising
sote eeventy or eighty sluves and other
vehattels,” was held i the public market
place. 1 was gl of the opportunity to

| see for myself how such things were

done, On beginning the sale the aue-
tioneer announced that familivs woudl
not be separated, but wonld be sold in
wlots.,” After & number of “lots” had
been duly brought to the bloek and
knocked down to the highest Lidder, a
bright looking boy wos brought forward
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and placed upon thestand. The auctioneer |

at the game time ealled an oll colored
man among the erowd to come up and
stand beside the boy, Hoedid so, and the
auctioneer then sald:

s@entlemen, the old man s this boy's
tather: he lives in the West Indics, and
is o freo man.  Fle wanta to buy the Loy
a2 tnke Lim to his home and make him
Saed, 1
money he hos”

The intent of this statement was evi

s

Lida £400, which i all (le |

dently to discournge any advance on |

that bid, and it touched a sympathetie
cliord in his audience. The crowd
watched the proceedings for o minute
or twa in silence, while the auctioneer
dwelt upon the bid of $300, and was
ealling it for the third and list time,
when, from the ouiskirts of the crowd,
o voice bid “Fifty." Every eye wis at
once turned in the direction of the bid-
der, who was o ronch, dissipated ook
ing fellow, a typical slave trader in
nppaarance,
woment, looked annored, and then re
pented his previous stutement concern:
ing the old man, emphasizing the re
mark that $100 was all the woney ho
had, “And pow,” suid he, *1am bid
four hundred and fifty.” Froma dozen
voices came the cry: “Withdrw your
bid!* The ausetioncer awaited the e
sult. The bidder growled a surly refusal,
saying he swanted that boy, and had ns
good o right o bid asanybody.” “Four
hundred and fifty,” eame slowly from
the lips of the auctioneer. The shouts
of “Withdraw your bid! " wers repeated
in angry tones on every sile,

“Well," said the bidder,
draw it."

The auctioneer quickly went back to
the original bid, on which he dwelt two
or three times, when down went s
hammer, “Sold at foor husdred, Ol
mun, the boy is yours: take him down,”
The crowd cheercd, and the principal
figure in this lictle drama who, the mo.

The nuctioneer paused ol

“1 with.

ment before, had Leen the picture of |

despair, hurried down' from the stand
smiling and huppy.—New York Sun.

The Natlves of Seraplt.

The population of Serapit turned out
to see ud, The women were a slrange
contras to the men in appearance
While the latter were s lean as whip
ping posts and uglier than most monkeys,
the former—at least those under 20 or
so—were plump, solidly built, full los-
omed creatures, and there were at lvast
half a dozen in the erowd before us who
might fairly be termed good luoking.

But the older members of the com-
munity, the women especially, almost
pass my powers of description to give an
iden of their weird ugliness. K. tersely
summed them up as “baked monkey,”
but a monkey would at least have had a
covering of hair, whereas these dreadiul
persons had nothing but their very
scanty clothing to conceal any part of
the leathery integument that was so
tightly shrunken over their skeleton
bodies, and looked g0 hard and dry that
yon expeeted to hear it crackle when
they moved, Their faces spemed to con-
sist solely of skin drawn over a skull
without a particle of flesh and looked

ddy as if some oune had tricd to
make o mask out of old leather, and
failing had thrown it down in disgust
and stamped on it Yet they scewed
neither decrepit nor idiotic.  The wen
carried their complement of urus: one
old fellow had girded on the longest
crookedest sword there.  He looked
like Death with Lis soythe. A wowman,
who resembled one of the dried mum-
mies of blacks found in North Queens
Jand reapimated, was pounding paddy
in & wooden mortar, so | concluded that
P were deceptive and that
they were not nearly so old as they
Indeed, the Malayan races are
not long lived and really old people are
very scarce—such an iustance as the
Sultan of Brunei, who lived to
nearly 100, being slmost unheard of.
—London Field,

Take good care of the fodder corn, It
{s & valuable adjunct on the farm where
there are no silos.

The dwarf conifers fill a place in orna-
wental plantiog that few other plants
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